
“Goodness” 
 
Finally!  A fruit I already have! 
 I am basically a good person 
 I do basically good things 
 I possess basically a good reputation 
 
A case of mistaken identity: 
 Good people may not be “Spirit Filled” 
 Good people may not be “Christian” 
 Good people may not believe in God 
 
But the fruit of “goodness” is different: 
 It is produced by the Holy Spirit 
 It is has its source in God 
 It is beyond my ability to generate 
 
The problem for the “rich young ruler” 
 He was successful 
 He was honest 
 He was faithful 
 He was a really, really good person 
 
The sad news about God’s goodness: 
 Its demands are extreme 
 Its expectations are profound 
 Its fulfillment is impossible 
 
The glad news about God’s goodness 
 It is made possible for us:   saving grace 
 It is made possible in us:  sanctifying grace 
 It is made possible through us glorifying grace 
 
Goodness: the “HomeSaver” that transforms: 
 By living an example of godliness 
 By following a principle of God-centeredness 
 By remaining in a relationship of God dependency 
 

Mark 10:17-31 
 

 17 As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and 
fell on his knees before him. "Good teacher," he asked, "what 
must I do to inherit eternal life?"  
 18 "Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No one 
is good-except God alone. 19 You know the commandments: 
'Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not 
give false testimony, do not defraud, honor your father and 
mother.'"  
 20 "Teacher," he declared, "all these I have kept since I 
was a boy."  
 21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. "One thing you 
lack," he said. "Go, sell everything you have and give to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow 
me."  
 22 At this the man's face fell. He went away sad, 
because he had great wealth.  
 23 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, "How 
hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!"  
 24 The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus 
said again, "Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of 
God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."  
 26 The disciples were even more amazed, and said to 
each other, "Who then can be saved?"  
 27 Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is 
impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God."  
 28 Peter said to him, "We have left everything to follow 
you!"  
 29 "I tell you the truth," Jesus replied, "no one who has 
left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children 
or fields for me and the gospel 30 will fail to receive a hundred 
times as much in this present age (homes, brothers, sisters, 
mothers, children and fields-and with them, persecutions) and 
in the age to come, eternal life. 31 But many who are first will 
be last, and the last first."  
NIV 
 



 
Galatians 5:13-26 

 
 13 You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not 
use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one 
another in love. 14 The entire law is summed up in a single 
command: "Love your neighbor as yourself."   15 If you keep on 
biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be 
destroyed by each other.  
 16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the 
desires of the sinful nature. 17 For the sinful nature desires 
what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to 
the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that 
you do not do what you want. 18 But if you are led by the 
Spirit, you are not under law.  
 19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual 
immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; 
hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, 
dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the 
like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will 
not inherit the kingdom of God.  
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is  

 love 
 joy 
 peace  
 patience  
 kindness  
 goodness  
 faithfulness 
 gentleness 
 self-control  
 Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who 
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its 
passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep 
in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, 
provoking and envying each other.  
NIV 
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