“Covenant Community”

How would you describe your relationship with God?


He is my best friend


He is closer than a brother


He is my everlasting father

God is about a relationship even deeper than these:


Not just any relationship, but a covenant relationship

God has always been about covenant relationships:



Noah,
Abraham, Moses/Israel


Jesus brought to the world a new covenant

Covenant always begins with God:


He takes the initiative


He commits himself to the relationship


He accomplishes the work


He binds himself to his promises

Covenant always requires a response from the recipient:


We accept the relationship by faith


We trust in him save us


We obey out of love for him


We receive the blessings from him

God’s covenants are always experienced in community

Covenant is what makes the church different:



Not an organization



Not an institution



Not a social club

The church is a covenant community


Founded on a relationship of grace


Dependent on a work of salvation


Lived in a life of obedience


Characterized by a commitment to love

Are you living as a part of God covenant community?

Deuteronomy 5:1-21

5:1 Moses summoned all Israel and said:

Hear, O Israel, the decrees and laws I declare in your hearing today. Learn them and be sure to follow them. 2 The LORD our God made a covenant with us at Horeb. 3 It was not with our fathers that the LORD made this covenant , but with us, with all of us who are alive here today. 4 The LORD spoke to you face to face out of the fire on the mountain. 5(At that time I stood between the LORD and you to declare to you the word of the LORD, because you were afraid of the fire and did not go up the mountain.) And he said: 

6 "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

7 "You shall have no other gods before me. 

8 "You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 9 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 10 but showing love to a thousand [ generations] of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

11 "You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. 

12 "Observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy, as the LORD your God has commanded you. 13 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 14 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your ox, your donkey or any of your animals, nor the alien within your gates, so that your manservant and maidservant may rest, as you do. 15 Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and that the LORD your God brought you out of there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. Therefore the LORD your God has commanded you to observe the Sabbath day. 

16 "Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God has commanded you, so that you may live long and that it may go well with you in the land the LORD your God is giving you. 

17 "You shall not murder. 

18 "You shall not commit adultery. 

19 "You shall not steal. 

20 "You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

21 "You shall not covet your neighbor's wife. You shall not set your desire on your neighbor's house or land, his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor." 

Matthew 26:26-29

26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body."  

27 Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. 28 This is my blood of the covenant , which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father's kingdom."  

Hebrews 13:20-21

20 May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 21 equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

NIV
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